
   

Marymount Primary News
Wednesday 28 February  2018                                                                             Term 1  Week  6

Dear Parents, Friends and Guardians, Coming Events

Children Mass  
(Mary, Mother of Mercy Church -
 children read at  Mass) 
5.30pm - 1st Sunday each month

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
(Mary, Mother of Mercy Church 
- children are withdrawn for brief 
lesson) 
10.00am - 2nd & 4th Sundays; 
5.30pm - 3rd Sunday
8.30am - each Sunday (school   
term) St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba 

Parish Mass Times 
Saturday -  5.00pm - Miami;
6.00pm - Palm Beach; 
6.15pm - Burleigh Heads; 

Sunday - 7.00am - Palm Beach 
                & Burleigh;  
8.30am - Mudgeeraba & Miami;
10.00am and 5.30pm - Mary, 
      Mother of Mercy Church.

Tuesday - 7.30am - 
         Mary, Mother of Mercy 

Friday - 12.00pm -
         Mary, Mother of Mercy

Mass Times
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Marymount Primary School acknowledges the Kombumerri People of the Yugambeh Nation as the traditional custodians of this land.
We are committed to work for reconciliation and justice.

Wednesday February 28
Whole School Assembly - 2M
Ozanam Villa - 1A
 Year 6 Leadership Litrugy -
 St Kevin’s

Friday March 2
GCCPS Swim Carnival
10.00am Mass - Yrs 4Y & 4P

Wednesday March 7
Whole School Assembly 
Ozanam Villa - 5M

Friday March 9
10.00am Mass - Yrs 4M, 4A 
                             & 4R

Congratulations to Maree 
Last week one of our Year Six teachers, Maree Wright, was successful in gaining a position 
as an Acting Assistant Principal Religious Education in a south Brisbane school. Maree won 
this position after an archdiocesan-wide application and interview process and she will be 
taking up this position at St Mark’s Catholic Primary School at Inala from next week until the 
end of the year. This is great news for Maree who held the same position here for the last two 
years. Maree did an excellent job with us and she is now well-known across the archdiocese 
as a very strong leader in Catholic schools. Whilst we will really miss her knowledge and 
leadership here, this is a fantastic opportunity for her in another school setting. Our prayers 
and best wishes go with Maree for the rest of the year.
I would like to welcome Natalie Callaghan to our school community as a replacement for 
Maree as our Year Six class teacher for the remainder of this year. Natalie is well known to 
Marymount as she has worked in a number of capacities as a relief and contract teacher here 
over the last few years. This has included a number of days already this year in the Year Six 
classes for our teacher planning days and release days. Natalie will be meeting with Maree 
over the next few days as well as spending further time with her to make our transition of 
teachers as smooth as possible. I am sure that you will make Natalie most welcome in our 
school community. As a result of Maree’s last minute change of schools we will not be holding 
our Parent Teacher interviews for Year 6P until after the Easter school holidays. We will be in 
contact with the parents of this class to co-ordinate these meetings.
Gold Coast Catholic Schools Swimming Carnival – Friday, 2 March
This Friday will see the annual Catholic Schools’ Swimming Carnival at Miami’s Pizzey Park 
complex. These days are always great days and this year promises to be the same. My best 
wishes go to the children who will be representing our school on this bigger stage. As always, 
our parents are most welcome to come along and support the children. Thanks to our Senior 
PE teacher, Paul Hill, for his work in preparing the children for the day.
Expression of Interest - Casual Groundsperson / Cleaner Required
Our school is looking for a Casual Groundsperson / Cleaner for a fi fteen hour per week posi-
tion and as such we are seeking Expressions of Interest from any interested persons. The 
job entails blow-vacuuming the school and classroom environments on a daily basis from 
5.30am to 8.30am. This person would also be seen as a relief groundsperson for when any 
of our part-time or full-time staff are away. For fuller details on this position please contact 
Rena Harvey, our Offi ce Manager, on 55 208 404.
Car Park Traffi c Warning
As reported last week, we have been informed by the Gold Coast City Council that they have 
concerns about the parking habits of some of our parents here in our two schools. As such we 
have been informed that there will be Parking Inspectors visiting the external Public Car Park 
and the external access road in the next few weeks. These areas are not part of the school 
property and parking in these areas is limited for various safety reasons. Therefore parking 
on yellow lines and some grassed areas is prohibited and fi nes can be applied. I would ask 
that you please take heed of this warning and look to set the right example to our children 
and even the younger college drivers. Thanks for your anticipated assistance here as these 
matter are designed to improve the safety for our children and parent drivers.
Professional Development Leave
As mentioned in our newsletter last week, I will be taking just over two weeks of Professional 
Development leave from this coming weekend. I will be joining with our Executive Director, 
Pam Betts, and our Archdiocese’s Vicar General of Education, Monsignor Peter Meneely, 
on a pilgrimage tour of the Holy Land. There will be just over twenty other school principals 
and senior leaders from Brisbane Catholic Education travelling as well. In my absence Tina 
O’Keefe, will be our Acting Principal. Tina was in this role last year when I was away and 
as such she has had experience in this position. She is an experienced and well-respected 
leader in our Catholic schools here on the Gold Coast and I know that she will do a great 
job. I am sure that Tina would appreciate your support during this time and I thank you for it.
This time next week I will be in the ancient city of Petra before heading off to cross into Israel 
and visiting Nazareth, the township in which Jesus grew up before he began his ministry. 
Just listening to the Gospels over the last few weeks has made this trip all the more exciting 
as many of the places mentioned in them are the places we will be visiting and celebrating 
masses and liturgies at. This will add even greater meaning to our gospel message about the 
Kingdom of God.
I look forward to catching up with parents, staff and children upon my return.

Yours in Christ
Greg Casey



From our Assistant Principal - Religious Education
Bernadette Christensen

Pancake Day fundraising
All the small things add up! Our thanks to the families, volunteer parents and 
staff who assisted in our effort to raise $901.00. This is a great start to the school          
contribution for Project Compassion. Don’t forget to use the money boxes to                     
collect small change at home and return them just before the break. More boxes 
are    available at the offi ce if you require one.

Year Six students join Gold Coast Schools Leadership Day
This morning 140 students from Year Six joined their Gold Coast peers at St Kevin’s School Benowa, to pray and 
refl ect on their role as school leaders.Fr Peter Dillon led the Liturgy of the Word and various guest speakers shared 
their experiences and tips for working successfully with others.

In this Year of Youth we are reminded by Pope Francis: My friends, Jesus is the Lord of risk, he is the Lord of 
the   eternal “more”. Jesus is not the Lord of comfort, security and ease. Following Jesus demands a good dose of         
courage, a readiness to trade in the sofa for a pair of walking shoes and to set out on new and uncharted paths……
to blaze trails that open up new horizons capable for spreading joy, the joy that is born of God’s love. (2016 WYD)

Enjoy the rest of the week

Bernadette Christensen

A

Year 6 Leadership Day



From Primary Learning Leader
Deb Cronin

Every week here at Marymount Primary School, our students are engaged in many exciting learning activities. Here 
are just a few: 

Bicycle Safety Year 4       
At different stages during Term 1 and Term 2, our Year Four students will                
participate in a bicycle safety program at the Ashmore Bicycle Safety Centre. The 
program is conducted by the Ashmore Police Citizens Youth Club and the Gold 
Coast City Council, as a means of enhancing children’s awareness of road and 
bicycle safety.  4R enjoyed their turn at the centre and came back with lots of    
advice about keeping safe on their bikes. 

Science - Year 4
4P have been learning about the life cycle of plants. 

‘We took a fl ower apart  and tried to fi nd different parts of it. My group found the  stamen. It was like a tiny little stick 
and we had to be very careful that we didn’t break it. We had lots of fun and I hope we get to do it again. I learnt so 
much.’   by Angelina Bruce 

Science - Year 6
Our Year 6 students have been looking at the effects of climate change and the adaptations of plants and animals.

Geography – Year 6
The students have been looking at diversity in Asia and learning about human and    
environmental characteristics.

Writing – Year 1
Our year 1 students are learning to include detail in their recounts by using 
‘who’, ‘what’, ‘where’, ‘when’ and ‘why’. 

Reading – Prep
Prep OM have been learning sight words in context. They have been putting these words 
into sentences, copying them, and matching the sentences to pictures.

Enjoy the rest of the week.

God bless
Deb Cronin



Sport News

      BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH 
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          Parish Business & Finance Manager: Mr  Jim Littlefi eld                 Parish Pastoral Team                                      EMAIL: burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au 
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Here at Marymount Primary, our Prep-Year Three library       
lessons often supplement and compliment key learnings in 
the classroom.  A recent example of this was the reading and
discussion of the book – ‘The Year of the Dog’ written by 
Charles Hope and illustrated by Jess Racklyeft. Our library 
lesson supported Year Three learnings about celebrations 
and commemorations around the world.

Our library display, book discussion and a short video clip    
explaining some of the reasons behind the dancing lions and 
other Chinese cultural practices gave our students another 
opportunity to develop their knowledge and understanding of 
this important celebration.

Wishing you a great week.

Laura Mitchell

Regional Swimming Trials
Well done to our 14 Marymount students who took part in the South Coast Regional Swimming Trials on Monday. 
I know several of our students have qualifi ed to go on to the State Swimming Championships. However, I have 
not received any offi cial results yet, so please watch this space for Regionals results as they come to hand.

Catholic Swimming Carnival
This Friday will see the running of our annual Gold Coast Catholic Primary Schools Swimming Carnival at Miami 
Aquatic Centre. All student/parents involved have been notifi ed by email which included events, carnival program 
and bus information. The team bus will depart Marymount at 8.15am. Mrs Meiklejohn will meet the students    
travelling to the carnival by bus in the Marymount bus stop area from 8.00am.

Paul Hill

A Note from the Guidance Counsellors

“In his article about children experiencing diffi culties at school, Michael Grose provides a 7 point checklist to help 
parents to stay focused and be effective in dealing with challenges as they inevitably arise. “Parenting is easy when 
things are going well, but testing when your children struggle or experience diffi culty.  Stepping back and taking a 
long-term, refl ective view is often the best approach when your child experiences diffi culty at school”.

We trust that you will fi nd this week’s article supportive.

Following our recent article about bullying and Autism, we include the link below for parents of students on the 
spectrum.

“New Parenting Ideas team member, autism expert Kate Johnson, has written an excellent article about what it’s 
like to be a parent with a child on the autism spectrum and gives fi ve practical tips to help you, as a parent, prioritise 
yourself.”   Read here.

With best wishes for the week ahead.

Mary Sanders and Melissa Stevenson



Every parent wants the best for their children, and that includes wanting them to have great experiences at school. 
By and large, Australian schools deliver on that expectation. They are generally safe places for kids, staffed by hard-
working teachers who have the best interests of their students at heart. Achievement, discipline and student 
wellbeing are high on the list of priorities for most teachers.

Nevertheless, despite the best teaching practices things do go wrong at school. Most kids experience learning 
difficulties from time to time. Conflict and peer rejection are a normal part of school life. The developmental 
nature of childhood means that there will always be some turbulence, particularly around key transition ages 
such as the start of adolescence. During these times young people frequently experience a dip in their learning as 
well as significant relationship difficulties. Kids will often come home from school with grievances, and call on 
their parents for assistance.

Your approach as a parent when your child has difficulty at school can make a huge difference to their resilience 
and to their future relationships with teachers and peers. This includes not only any advice you may give and the 
way you give it, but also the way you approach the school, if that becomes necessary. Unfortunately, anecdotal 
evidence suggests that there’s been a significant increase in aggressive incidents at schools involving parents 
reacting to their children’s grievances. This presents a danger to teachers, harms the all-important teacher-parent 
relationship, and sets a bad example to children about how to resolve differences.

Here’s a seven point checklist to help you stay focused and be effective if your child experiences difficulty 
at school.

1.Be empathetic first
Kids, like adults, like to vent. They will often benefit simply from having told their side of a story to a trusted 
source. Often they just want their parents to understand what’s happening, so your first response should be an 
empathetic one. That is, your child should feel you understand them and take them seriously. “That’s awful. I’d be 
upset too if someone stole my lunch” is the sort of response kids want to hear when they are genuinely upset.

2.Stay calm and take your time
It’s natural as a parent to want to protect or defend your children, particularly when you think that they’ve come 
in for some unfair or poor treatment. But acting when you are full of emotion is not always smart as emotions 
make us prone to over-reaction and jumping to all sorts of possibly incorrect conclusions.

Rather than getting on the phone straight away to organise a meeting at school, take your time to think through 

We're a Parenting Ideas school parentingideas.com.au/schools

When kids experience 
problems at school
by Michael Grose 

insights

EDUCATION/LEARNING 



how you might assist your child. Time generally provides greater perspective, which will likely lead to a better 
response from you.

3. Get the all facts
Getting the facts about the situation can be really tricky. Kids are faulty observers and often only see one side of a 
story when there’s a problem with a teacher or a fellow student. They sometimes can’t see that perhaps they may 
have contributed inadvertently to a dispute at school, or perhaps said something that may have upset a teacher. 
It’s your job to help your child or young person process what happened in an incident, so that all the facts emerge 
and you can fully understand their place in any problem. Keep asking questions to enable the complete story to 
unfold.

4. Assess whether to go to school or not
Often problems can be dealt with at home, simply by talking through an issue 
and giving kids some common sense tips to help them cope. However, if your 
child has a recurring problem that he can’t solve himself, or you think adult 
intervention may be needed to sort out a relationship issue with a teacher or 
peer, then consider meeting with your child’s teacher or year-level 
coordinator.

5. Use the right channels if you take the issue to school
Approach the school calmly, going through the school office or directly to 
your child’s teacher if that is the usual protocol. If you have already established a relationship with the teacher 
concerned, then it’s often easier to approach them directly.

6. Look for solutions rather than blame
Parent-teacher meetings usually get nowhere when either party blames the other. State the problem as you see it 
and view your child’s teacher as an ally, not a foe. “I’m really worried about Jeremy. He’s been acting strangely 
lately and I need some help” is the type of approach that will elicit a helpful response. Talk about your concerns 
and keep the discussion focused firmly on what’s best for your child. Listen to your teacher’s viewpoint, valuing a 
different perspective.

7. Stay in touch
Be realistic with your expectations, remembering that some problems can’t be solved to your satisfaction, nor will 
they be resolved straight away. Be prepared to work alongside your child’s teacher over the long-term, which 
means maintaining communication with each other.

Parenting is easy when things are going well, but testing when your children struggle or experience difficulty. 
Stepping back and taking a long-term, reflective view is often the best approach when your child experiences 
difficulty at school.

Michael Grose

Michael Grose, founder of Parenting Ideas, is one of Australia’s leading parenting 
educators. He’s the author of 10 books for parents including Thriving! and the best-selling 
Why First Borns Rule the World and Last Borns Want to Change It, and his latest release 
Spoonfed Generation: How to raise independent children.

We're a Parenting Ideas school parentingideas.com.au/schools
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Branch 
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BRISBANE   QLD   4006 

(07) 3328 9724 CDIM_Infection_Management@
health.qld.gov.au   

 

 Enquiries to: Communicable Diseases and 
Infection Management Unit 

  Communicable Diseases 
Branch 

 Telephone: 3328 9724 

Dear Principal 
 
As you may be aware, there are ongoing cases of gastrointestinal illness among students in a number of 
schools within the Gold Coast area. The Gold Coast Public Health Unit is working closely with these schools 
to implement the appropriate infection control measures to prevent further spread of the illness.  
 
The Queensland Department of Health would like to take this opportunity to raise awareness across schools 
in the region regarding gastroenteritis outbreaks, their management and available resources. 
 
Gastroenteritis can be caused by a variety of bacteria, viruses, fungi and parasites. Gastroenteritis caused 
by viruses is particularly infectious and outbreaks can cause major disruptions to staff, families and schools. 
It can be spread through person-to-person contact (for example, shaking hands), through the air when a 
person vomits and via contact with contaminated items and surfaces. 
 
The following control and prevention measures should be implemented following any case of gastroenteritis: 

• Any student or staff member who is unwell should be isolated or excluded from school until they have 
recovered and been completely free of symptoms for 48 hours. This will help reduce the spread of 
infection to others. The Public Health Act (2005) mandates that parents must not send a child to school if 
they have a contagious condition. 

• Students and staff should practise regular hand washing with liquid soap and running water for at least 
15 – 20 seconds, particularly after using the toilet and immediately before preparing or eating food or 
drinking. 

• As gastrointestinal viruses survive very well in the environment and can spread via contaminated 
surfaces, spills of vomit and faeces should be mopped up using disposable paper towels. Seal the paper 
towels and any soiled items in a plastic bag before placing in the rubbish bin. Next, clean the area with 
water and detergent, and then disinfect with a chlorine bleach solution. See the links to resources below. 

- http://disease-control.health.qld.gov.au/Condition/704/gastroenteritis 
- https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelines-publications/ch55 
- http://disease-control.health.qld.gov.au/Condition/758/norovirus 

 
In the event of an outbreak of gastroenteritis, in addition to the above, schools should establish a dedicated 
team to manage and oversee the implementation of measures to control the outbreak. Team members 
should include representatives from school management, facilities management, nursing, boarding, catering 
and cleaning staff.  
 
Please contact your local public health unit for more information or to report gastroenteritis among your staff 
or students (https://www.health.qld.gov.au/system-governance/contact-us/contact/public-health-units).   
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
Dr Heidi Carroll 
Acting Executive Director, Communicable Diseases Branch 

22/02/2018  



Parental Portal Login
Welcome to Marymount Primary School Parent Portal.

The Parent Portal allows parents to access Newsletter, log your child’s absences from school. 
update login details, view class blogs, contact teachers etc. 

Most importantly, your child’s end of Semester Reports can only be accessed through this portal.

The initial login requires you to verify your identity and set up a password. 
Before you start you must have an email address registered with the school and 

this email address will be your username.

The following instructions will assist you with logging in for the fi rst time.

To start the process you will need to log into the 
Marymount Primary School website and click on Community Access or 

click on the direct link.

(https://extranet.bne.catholic.edu.au/parent/marymountprimary)

This will bring up the BCE login screen - 
follow the six steps shown on the next page.





DATE
TIME

VENUE
COST

Thursday 15 March 2018

6:30-8:30pm (talk starts promptly at 6:30pm)

Robina Community Centre (main auditorium), 196 Robina Town Centre Drive,  Robina 

$39.95

https://www.trybooking.com/TTWTBOOKING

Raising Your Child 
in a Digital World

WITH

Dr Kristy helps confused and concerned parents make informed decisions about how to best manage 
screen time at home (so that it doesn’t always end in ‘scream time’)… and no, she won’t suggest that 
you ban the iPad, or unplug the TV! She translates the latest research about how technology is shaping 
childhood into practical tips and essential information to help parents navigate kids’ digital world with 
confidence. Parents will understand the latest risks to kids’ online safety, as well as the health, learning 
and development implications of today’s kids (5-12 years) using digital devices.  Dr Kristy will explain 
how technology is impacting kids’ sleep, social, language, play, physical skills and their vision, hearing and 
posture and will arm parents with simple strategies about how to best raise kids in a digital world. Parents 
will learn how to get the most out of their child’s screen time so they can ditch the guilt and guesswork.

Dr Kristy Goodwin is a leading digital parenting educator, researcher, author & former teacher 
(and mum who deals with her kids’ techno-tantrums). She translates the latest research into 
essential and digestible information and tips, for parents, educators and health professionals so 
that they can safely navigate the digital terrain... without suggesting digital amputation! Kristy 
has spoken at and consulted with schools and organisations throughout Australia and Asia, she’s 
regularly called on by the media for her expert opinion.

PROUDLY PRESENTED BY


