Marymount Primary News
Wednesday July 29 2015

Term 3 Week 3

Dear Parents, Friends and Guardians
Staff News
Every year teachers from across our Brisbane Catholic Education schools can apply for a
change of school. These applications can be made for a wide variety of reasons – changes
in family circumstances, to experience other school communities and how they work, for the
professional challenge of new environments with schools of different cultures
and so on. This year two of our staff – Gemma Walker and Jo-Anne Henderson applied for
a system transfer and both have been successful in gaining a position in another school on
the Gold Coast. Gemma, who is currently on Maternity Leave, will move to a school closer
to her home and to near where her children attend school. Jo-Anne is also moving to a
school closer to her home which will make the early morning run a lot shorter. Jo-Anne has
been a member of our school community for just over ten years, and Gemma for just under
ten so they will both be well-known to our families. These changes will take effect from the
start of the 2016 school year so we will pass on our thanks to Jo-Anne and Gemma at a
later time.
We will have two new teachers transferring in to Marymount next year and both come from
our sister schools on the Gold Coast. Rebecca Lester (Guardian Angels - Ashmore) and
Kristie Podmore (St Kevin’s – Benowa) will join our teaching group from January. We will
have the opportunity to meet them later in the year but I can report that both are very keen
to become a part of the Marymount community.
On another note with Staff News, I will be taking up a seconded position with Brisbane
Catholic Education as an Acting Area Supervisor for six weeks later in this term. I will be
replacing the Area Supervisor for the Gold Coast schools, Trevor Doyle, from Monday, 31
August through until Friday, 9 October. Trevor will be taking time off for his Study Leave.
This is an exciting prospect for me and one which I am looking forward to. In my absence
Annette O’Shea will take on the role of Acting Principal. Annette has performed this role
many times before in a number of schools across the Gold Coast and I’m sure that our
families will support her during this time.

Coming Events
Catholic Education Week
Wednesday July 29
2M - Whole School Assembly
Thursday July 30
Oceanic AthleticsChamps Day
Yr 1 - Fire Safety Talk
Friday July 31
Yr 3 - The Wild Man
Wednesday August 5
3R - Whole School Assembly
6R - Ozanam Villa Mass
Thursday August 6
4P - Bike Safety Day
Friday August 7
4M - Bike Safety Day
Friday August 14
9am - Primary School Mass

Another Step in their Faith Journey
There are a number of children from our school and the College who are
currently in their preparation time for the sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist. These
significant times in their faith journeys will be celebrated across our parish next Homeware items wanted.
Thursday, 6 August, (Confirmation) and at the weekend masses following this night.
Any good condition
The children and their families have been working through the programs for these
jewellery, prints, mirrors,
celebrations with members of our Burleigh Heads Sacramental Team since June and
they are nearing the final stages of their journey. Confirmation and Eucharist complete
frames, garden items or
what the church calls the Sacraments of Initiation. This initiation into the Catholic faith
beauty products.
begins with Baptism and then ends with these two sacraments at which time the children
become fully participating members of our church. I would ask that you please keep these Please send to your child’s
children and their families in your prayers as they go through these last few weeks of
classroom.
preparation. Bishop Joseph Oudemann from Brisbane will be confirming the children at
St Bennedict’s church at Mudgereeba next Thursday evening and then the children will
receive their First Communion at their respective weekend parish community masses.
Marymount Schools’ Car Park & Set-Down / Pick-Up Project
At a meeting of our combined schools Advisory Council last night, authority was
given to move ahead with the plans to construct our new set-down / pick-up zone and
associated car park area. This area is to be established on the western side of the Doyle Centre
between the edge of the building and our coppers log fence line on our ovals. The
existing bitumen access road will be made over and we will have a properly sealed and
channeled car park. There will also be some adjustments made to the existing Main
Roads car park to allow the freer flow of traffic through our new zone. It is envisaged
that this zone would become the major thoroughfare for drop-offs and pick-ups. We are
hoping for work to start in the next few weeks with a view to having the project reach
Practical Completion stage by the end of November. There will obviously be some issues
which arise during the construction phase and staff from both schools will be meeting with the
external consultants as well as the contractors to ensure that the safety of our children
is held paramount. Details of any changes to normal traffic conditions will be passed on
through our newsletters, on our Website, and through our P & F meetings. This time will be
an exciting one for us all and there will be some issues which will arise as we work through
the ‘build’ program but I would ask for your patience and assistance as we meet these
challenges and work through them together. Hopefully next week I will be able to provide
another update as we will be looking to meet with the successful tenderers within the week.
continued over...

Mass Times

Children Mass
(Doyle Centre - children read at
Mass)
5.30pm 1st Sunday each month
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
(Doyle Centre - children are
withdrawn for brief lesson)
10.00am 2nd & 4th Sundays;
5.30pm 3rd Sunday
8.30am each Sunday (school term)
at St Benedict’s, Mudgeeraba
Parish Mass Times
Sat—5.00pm Miami;
6.00pm at Palm Beach;
6.15pm at Burleigh Heads;
Sun-7.00am at Palm Beach &
Burleigh;
8.30am at Mudgeeraba & Miami;
10.00am at Doyle Centre;
5.30pm at Doyle Centre
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continued from our Principal
Junior Athletics Field Events – 8 & 9 Year Olds
As parents would be aware we had to postpone our Field Events for the above children again due to the inclement
weather last week. We still have plenty of time between now and our Catholic Schools’ Athletics and Ballgames
Carnival which is gazetted for Thursday, 3 September, but we are waiting for the areas where we hold the Field
events to effectively dry up. Another day will be scheduled when we can work with this issue and also fit in with our
College’s timetables. Thanks for your patience here.
Class Placements 2016
We are about to begin the process for formulating our classes for next year. Our process is a very thorough one
which takes in many considerations and our decisions for placing children in certain grades are not made lightly. As
has been our usual practice we will consider feedback from parents should you feel the need to request a certain
placement for 2016. As such I would ask for this input to be made over the next few weeks so that all details are in
by Friday, 7 August. Please note that this information forms only one part of our process and often requests cannot
be accommodated. It is our professional responsibility to place the children where we believe that their educational
needs can be best met. Once our decision is made and the class lists are sent home we will not be changing them
as one change may cause a knock-on effect for other placements. We have confidence that the system we use best
meets our overall school needs as well.
I would ask that parents not nominate respective teachers as our staffing (i.e teacher placements) will change from
what it is for this year. Any information for requests should only be on medical or specific educational grounds. We
would look to send out our class lists on the Monday of our second last week of Term 4 (23 November) and then
hold our ‘New classes for 2016’ day on the last Tuesday (1 December) of the year. I would like to point out again that
once these lists are finalised and sent out, no changes will be made.
All class placement details need to be either emailed to pburleigh@bne.catholic.edu.au or sent to our Parent
Reception Office in a written form so that we have a hard copy of your request. Thank you for your assistance with
this important matter.
Thanks for reading – enjoy the rest of the week
Yours in Christ
Greg Casey

A Note from the Guidance Counsellor
This week Michael Grose shares his belief that ‘Adults are the gatekeepers for children’s independence’. When we
provide opportunities for children to: develop self-help skills, take real responsibility and give them autonomy, we
are opening the gate to their independence. Conversely, if we do too much for them; rescue them from learning
opportunities and if we fail to build ‘scaffolds to independence (such as help them make their bed, walk half way
to school, teach them to use public transport) we may be underestimating their ‘abilities to the detriment of their
development’. Michael reminds us that there is ‘no better feeling as a parent than watching your child beam with joy
and pride when they have mastered a new skill, overcome a challenge or conquered a fear’. The attached Insights
article encourages us to interact with our children with ‘an endgame in mind’. To become ‘redundant as parents’
by enabling our children to stand on their own two feet physically, emotionally and to navigate their world without
being reliant on others.
With best wishes for the week ahead
Mary Sanders
msanders@bne.catholic.edu.au

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Term 3 school fees were emailed and/or
posted on July 9 & 10 with a due date of
August 3 2015.
If you are receiving your accounts by
email and have not received your account
please check your junk/spam email boxes.
If you have not received your
School fee Account,
please contact our Accounts Department
on 55208412 or 55208417
to avoid incurring late fees.

From our Acting Assistant Principal - Religious Education
Diane Anderson
Year 5R and 2M led our Catholic Education Week celebrations at our assembly today. The theme for this year was
“Engaging minds, Igniting hearts and Serving others”. The children and Ms Reid and Mr Short certainly highlighted
the ideals behind this with the colourful procession of flags and ribbons as well as the great messages contained in
their prayers. To add to the celebrations Mr Wilkins and his guitar group showcased their talents with three songs.
Throughout the school you may have noticed the ribbons hanging from various railings. The ribbons are a lovely
reminder to all of us to take time to appreciate and give thanks for the many gifts we have. Pope Francis has given
us his 10 Secrets to Happiness which I have included below, to assist us in our faith journey.
It was also gratifying this week to see our staff art piece acknowledged in the Education Alive magazine. If you
haven’t seen this it is in the Library Courtyard.
Have a great week
Diane Anderson

Curriculum News
Incursions
Week 3 brings two exciting incursions for our Year 3 and 5 classes. Yesterday, our Year 5 classes visited the
Starlab Cosmodome to experience the ‘Oasis in Space’ show. This incursion aimed to enhance student
learning and understanding in the Earth and Space sciences. On Friday, ‘The Wild Man’ will visit our school to
present the ‘Aboriginal Survival Technology’ show to our Year 3 classes. I can still vividly remember The Wild
Man’s enthusiasm and passion from last year’s show so I hope the students are ready for an energetic experience!
Book reviews for TXT4U
I’m not a footy fan but after reading some of the attention-grabbing book
reviews on the AFL Footy Kids series by Mrs Hick’s class, I could be
converted. 2R took to reading the series with gusto and produced 14 book
reviews. The reviews have been forwarded to the Gold Coast Bulletin so keep
an eye out for possible publication! Well done to Mrs Hicks for encouraging a
love of reading and also to her students for their efforts in both reading and
reviewing.
Visible Learning
Brisbane Catholic Education (BCE) is committed to improving teaching and learning for each student within their
system. As part of this on-going commitment, BCE schools are involved in ‘Visible Learning’. Visible Learning
refers to John Hattie’s meta-analysis of international research about what educational leaders and teachers do that
has the most positive impact for each student’s learning, progress and achievement.
We do great things here at Marymount Primary and as we start our journey on the Visible Learning path, we will be
able to identify our practices that are assisting our students learn and those we need to improve to better ensure all
our students’ progress in their learning. At the time of writing, Mrs Wright, Mrs Crowe, Mrs KuiperSmith, Mr Casey
and myself form the Visible Learning Team here at Marymount Primary School.
Wishing you a wonderful week.
Warm regards
Laura Mitchell

Patron Parents

0M - Mum’s dinner - 6.30pm Sat.15 August - Vecchia Roma Italian Restaurant
(BYO) - RSVP 13/8 Leslie 0416 863 397 or Emma 0409 313 010

Year 6 French Language Perfect Awards
Last term the Year 6 students competed in the French Year 6 Language Perfect World Championships. This is a ten
day online competition where children from over Queensland, Australia and the world compete to get the highest
scores in reading, writing, spelling and understanding French. This is the second year Marymount students have
entered the contest. The children displayed so much enthusiasm and commitment to this program, which showed
in their wonderful results. Overall, Marymount came 12th in our category out of 47 Queensland schools. There
are a total of 62 awards, with 33 credits, 24 bronze, 3 silver and 2 gold awards for Marymount students. The gold
awards go to students who reach 3000 or more points in the ten days. Daniela Komada and Mitchell Mclaughlin
received gold awards are in the top 2% of the 300, 000 competitors. Mrs Curry and Ms Redman are very proud!
Fantastique effort!!
Ms Redman
LOTE Teacher

Book Club orders due
Friday August 7
Please return your order form and receipt to the
Library after ordering.
No cash or cheques to be sent.
See online ordering instructions included
with this newsletter.
Thankyou!

Catholic Education Week Assembly



BBQ Chicken pizza - $4
Available on Munch Monitors.
Thursday 30

Friday 31

Monday August 3

Tuesday 4

Wednesday 5

Tanya Mocke

Tanya Mocke
Bobby Amarena

No help needed

No help needed

Belinda Fairclough

BURLEIGH HEADS CATHOLIC PARISH

Parish Office Hours 9.00am to 5.00pm
3 Sunlight Drive, Burleigh Waters (Postal PO Box 73, Burleigh Heads)
Phone: 5576 6317/5576 6466 FAX: 5576 7143
Parish Manager: Mr Jim Littlefield
Parish Pastoral Team
EMAIL: burleigh@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Pastor: Fr Ken Howell
Associate Pastors: Fr Lucius Edomodi & Fr Stephen Camiolo

